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DREAMS
IN ACTION

There are dances to dance, songs to sing, stories to tell, pictures to paint, theatrical w
onders to perform

.

There are dreams to dream...  and there are the miracles.. .  of seeing those dreams come true.

center for arts education

Dear Friends,
   It is with great delight that I share our 2011 annual report with 
you.  It has been an extraordinary year for DREAMS in every 
way:  We’ve expanded our curriculum, offering a dizzying array 
of creative arts classes from spoken word to fine arts painting to 
African drum. And we’ve added to our cadre of fabulous teaching 
artists/mentors who are not only at the top of their artistic game, but 
are passionate about helping every child find their creative voice.
   Over 800 young people participated in the DREAMS Center 
and outreach programs, honing their creative skills and, most 
importantly, learning to believe in themselves.  In the words of 
one of our DREAMers:  “At the beginning of DREAMS I was 
very shy and insecure, but as the days went on I have expressed 
myself more and I’m not afraid to speak. I guess that’s part of 
DREAMS’ magic way - to make someone a better person.”
   There are so many DREAMS that come true here, but this 
year, our really big dream of a new home is now a reality! 
On January 2, 2012, we will open the doors to our new center 
located at 901 Fanning Street, Wilmington, NC. We owe a debt 
of gratitude to the City of Wilmington who believed in our 
project, shared our vision, and not only gave us our spectacular 

 
1939 building but also provided substantial funding and support.  
We believe that all of the individuals, private foundations and 
corporations that gave so generously understand that there is no 
better investment than our children.
   The future: The DREAMS’ Board of Directors and staff have 
completed our strategic plan, which will serve as our road map 
for the next three years. At the heart of the plan is our goal to 
expand the number of students that we serve and deepen their 
involvement in DREAMS.     
   We know that art saves lives, and for so many of our young 
people this is not an exaggeration – it is simply the truth. In the 
words of former Attorney General Janet Reno, “Young people 
who are involved in making something beautiful today are less 
likely to turn to acts of violence and destruction tomorrow.”       

Warmly,

Tracy Wilkes
Executive Director

2011
annual
report



DREAMS OF WILMINGTON is a youth development program that is dedicated    
to building creative, committed citizens, one child at a time, through high-quality,  

free-of-charge programming in the literary, visual and performing arts.

DREAMS Board of Directors
Dana O’Donovan—Chairperson
Joe Dougherty—Co-Chair
Melinda Cummings—Secretary
Kevin Hicks—Treasurer
Tracy Wilkes—Executive Director
Mebane Boyd
Michael Glancy
Phyllis Gorham
Jim Hively

Elizabeth Kuronen
Kathleen Meyerson
Linda Stinson

DREAMS Staff
Sarah Carpenter —Lead Program Coordinator
Emily Colin—Associate Director
Blair Collins—Program Coordinator
Tracy Franklin—Administrative Assistant
Teresa Pittman—Accountant  
Tracy Wilkes—Executive Director
Taneal Swinson & Danielle Pearce
   —Student interns

DREAMS Teaching Artists

 
“DREAMS 

helped me envision 
my future and work 

towards it.”

—DREAMS Student

Renato Abbate
Joanne Alford
Matt Baumgardner
Carson Capps
Todd Carignan
Jeneen Cleare
Peggy Cleary
Melony Connor
Sai Collins
Cynthia Cooke
Caroline Counts
Ron Dortch
Susanna Douthit
Fritzi Huber
Mitzy Jonkheer
Alex Kip
Lale Lewis
Alison Mason

Georgia Mastroieni
Heather McClelland
Stephanie Mueller
Suzanne Palmer
Abby Spangel Perry
Loraine Scalamoni
Cheick Sissoko
Vicki Spagnoli
Michael Van Hout
Chamisa Wheeler
Rachel Fox  
   —Teen Council  
   facilitator
September Krueger 
   —Guest Artist
Tranell Waterman 
   —Graduate   
   teaching apprentice

DREAMS 2011 Volunteers 
Blakney Adkins, Cole Amezcua, Norma Beale, Kim 
Brewer, Jennie Brown, Alice Carney, Jeneen Cleare, 
Corning volunteers, Lisa Crane, Carol Crate, Patricia 
Culley, Sally Cummings, Terri Cummings, Marie Eason, 
Anne Firmender, Molly Gargan, GE volunteers, Girl 
Scout Troop # 1348 & 937, Carla Greene, Todd Grimes, 
Taylor Hamilton, Bettie Harrison, Bianca Hendey, Cait 
Holliday, Fritzi Huber, Mary Anne Huddle, Emily Hughes, 
Lea Jaffe, Allison Jones, Amy Kilgore, Megan Lauffer, 
Georgia Mastroieni, Pam McNeill, Brianna Mellot, 
Melissa Miley, Peggy Neathery, Veronica Plankers, PPD 
volunteers, Toni Radcliffe, Verizon volunteers, Victoria 
Rangel, Allison Reavis, Shirley Reber, Kaleigh Reyes, 
Chelsea Roberts, Brenda Rodstrom, Cynthia Rogers, 
Brittny Roller, Michael Sherrod, Abby Spangel Perry, 
Jessica Swanson, Chris Van Atta, Laura Wallace, 
Chelsi Warschkow, Ashley White, Bethanne Winzeler, 
Chloe Wright, Daniel Zentmeyer  
Parent volunteers: Boris Batioja, Sarah Batioja, Jennifer 
Bellamy, Karen Bender, Kim Brewer, Rachel Fox, Randy 
Fox, Christy Jaski, Sandie Loudermilk, Robert Siegel  
Student volunteers: LaSondra Alexander, Adam 
Chandler, Maria Chandler, Jackson Fox,  
Michaela Ragan

Have Arts, Will Travel
Burgaw Elementary and Middle, Cape Fear Elementary,  
CIS Suspension Program, DREAMS Center, Hemenway, 
Hillcrest, Houston Moore, Kids Making It, Lake Forest 
Elementary, Leland Middle School, Maides Park, Martin 
Luther King Center, Malpass Corner, Mary Mosley Performance 
Learning Center, Open House Youth Shelter, Penderlea 
Elementary, Rachel Freeman Elementary, Rankin Terrace,  
Village at Greenfield, WIRE



A New Place to DREAM

 Youth—Our Greatest Asset
At DREAMS, we believe that young 
people are among our community’s 
greatest assets. Here are just a few ways 
that our incredible DREAMers have given 
back to the community in 2011. 

Public Art
Visual art students in our summer 
program created Birthdays Around the 
World, a multinational mural on display 
at the Wilmington Children’s Museum.

Youth Ambassadors
Two of our recent graduates served as 
Youth Ambassadors to the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on the Prevention of Youth 
Violence, spearheaded by the district 
attorney and the mayor.

Teaching Apprenticeships
Tranell W., longtime DREAMer and recent 
graduate, discovered her love of teaching at 
Mary Mosley Performance Learning Center, 
where, alongside an experienced teaching 

artist, she co-facilitated a student-led 
dropout prevention media campaign. 

Learning the Value of Philanthropy
Many of our young visual artists donated 
artwork to be sold at DREAMS Presents 
this year. DREAMS graduate Daren J., a 
rising college junior at NC School of the 
Arts, donated his time to perform Mozart’s 
The Magic Flute—in the original German at 
our spring benefit breakfast.

Youth Entrepreneurship
Students had multiple opportunities to 
sell their original artwork, as well as 
merchandise featuring their photographs and 
prints. The Youth Entrepreneurship program 
teaches participants that art can be more 
than just a pastime—it  offers a way off the 
streets and into a world of opportunity. 

Teen Council
Comprised of our oldest and most dedicated 
students, Teen Council is dedicated to 

fostering a commitment to public service, 
building leadership skills and encouraging 
college readiness. In 2011, Teen Council 
participants toured several colleges; received 
a youth philanthropy grant to design and 
implement a 5-week workshop series on issues 
facing teens; served as youth ambassadors 
for DREAMS at many community events; and 
participated in an experiential education 
team-building retreat at Nantahala Outdoor 
Center in western North Carolina, where many 
of the students had never been.

In spring 2011, all three of the 
high school seniors at the Center 
graduated and went on to college—
no small accomplishment in a county 
where the high school graduation 
rate for youth living in poverty is 
just 56%—and a fourth student was.
accepted to the prestigious NC School 
of the Arts for their summer modern 
dance program.

• The enrollment at the Center increased to  
   125—an uptick of 28% from 2010. 

• We served over 700 impoverished youth in 20  
   outreach sites.

• Our corps of teaching artists provided more than 50  
   weekly classes. This represents over $56,000 in art   
   education dollars, reaching Wilmington’s most  
   marginalized youth.

• Over 70 percent of our DREAMers’ parents supported  
   their children’s activities through volunteering,    
   participating in family arts activities, and more—an    
   astonishing percentage, given the tribulations and  
   challenges that they face.

   We are thrilled to announce that, in the worst economic climate since the Great 
Depression, DREAMS was not only able to continue offering top-notch programming to our 
area’s neediest children—we also raised nearly 1 million dollars toward the renovation 
of our new building. Even better, we’ve completed Phase 1—more than 8,000 square feet 
of dance, drama, music, visual art and photography studios, plus a gorgeous student lounge   

where our DREAMers can spend time in a 
relaxing, enriching environment, complete 
with computers and a library.
   In November 2011, DREAMS received 
a gift of $100,000 toward Phase 2—our 
community gathering and performance 
space—from an extraordinary anonymous 
donor. This incredible donation will 
literally lay the foundation for the next 
phase of our facilities campaign. Finishing 
Phase 1 was a real community effort. If 
the support we’ve received thus far is any 
indication of what’s to come, we should be 
able to finish Phase 2 in 2012.

DREAMS 2011 at a Glance



Mr. & Mrs. James Abney, Ms. Rebecca Addis, Ms. Joann Alford, Mr. & Mrs. Reuben Allen, Mr. & Mrs. James Atwood, Mr. Steve Bakunas  & Ms. Linda Lavin, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Baldwin, 
Ms. Kay Ballard, Mr. & Mrs. Barfield, Mr. Robert Barnard, Ms. Kathleen Baylies, Ms. Kirstin Behn, Ms. Karen Bender, The Honorable Rebecca Blackmore, Mr. & Mrs. William Blair, Ms. 
Adelaide Blalock, Ms. Lisa Bohbrink, Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Bowman, Mr. & Mrs. Alan Boyd, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Boyle, Mr. Don Britt, Mr. & Mrs. Marsh Brooke, Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Brooks, Mr. & 
Mrs. Clint Brown-North, Ms. Pamela Brown-Vinson, Ms. Nancy Buckingham, Mr. & Mrs. John Byrnes, Ms. Jazmin Capezza, Ms. Carson Capps, Ms. Katharine Carpenter, Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Carpenter, Ms. Dawn Carter, Mr. Oliver Carter III, Ms. Missy Cato, Ms. Jane Cherry, Ms. Peggy Cleary, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cobbe, Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Coleman, Ms. Emily Colin, Ms. Blair 
Collins, Ms. Clarice Combs, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Conlon, Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Cracker, Ms. Kathleen Craig, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crate, Ms. Carol Craven, Mr. & Mrs. Lou Criscuolo, Mr. & Mrs. Jeff 
Critin, Mr. Louis Cruz, Ms. Melinda Cummings, Ms. Sally Cummings, Mr. & Mrs. Ben David, Mr. & Mrs. Dean Davis, Ms. Carrie Davis, Mrs. Jane Davis, Ms. Patricia Delair, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Divoky, Ms. Kelly Dixon Soffe, Ms. Brook Dorosko, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dougherty, Ms. Ashely Doyle, Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Durham, Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Edgerton, Mr. & Mrs. David Erhart, Mr. & 
Mrs. James Faison III, Ms. Rachel Forman, Mr. & Mrs. Randy Fox, Ms. Henrietta Franklin, Ms. Dotty Freedland, Mr. William Fuller, Ms. Arlene Gallan, Ms. Griselda Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Sean 
Gargan, Ms. Kim Gargiulo, Ms. Annie Garriga, Ms. Kristin Gibson, Ms. Judith Girard, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Glancy, The Honorable Phyllis Gorham, Mr. Scott Gould, Ms. Joy Grady, Ms. Carol 
Guarino, Ms. Karen Hanson, Ms. Bettie Harrison, Mr. Dax Hawkins, Ms. Lorann Hellens, Mr. Joseph Henry, Ms. Margee Herring, Ms. Margaret Heyward, Mr. & Mrs. Barry Hill, Mr. Billy 
Hines, Ms. Mary Ann Hogue, Ms. Gretchen Hooks, Ms. Meredith Howell, Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hubbard, Ms. Carol Hughley, Ms. Sandra Ihly, Ms. Jennifer Jackson, Ms. Adele James, Mr. & Mrs. 
Ray Jenny, Dr. & Mrs. Taylor Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. James Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jones, Ms. Tori Jones, Ms. Susan Kadar, R.V. Kalnen, Mr. Richard Karron, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kastner, 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Katz, Ms. Belinda Keller, Mr. Cary Kunz, Ms. Elizabeth Kuronen, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lancaster, Ms. Patricia Laney, Ms. Elizabeth Larkin, Mr. Clark LeBlanc, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Leister, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Loudermilk, Ms. Jessica MacDonald, Ms. Bunny Macon, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Maguire, Ms. Marva Mapson Robinson, Mr. Pat Marriott, Dr. 
& Mrs. Robert McArtor, Mr. Michael McCarley, Ms. Charlene McEldridge, Mr. & Mrs. McGowan, Ms. Meg McGrew, Ms. Carolyn McKinney, Ms. Jenny McKinnon Wright, Mr. Lee McLean, 
Mr. & Mrs. William McMillan, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen McNamee, Ms. McNeil McDonald, Ms. Patricia Mellot, Ms. Jane Metts Rippy, Ms. Kathleen Meyerson, Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Miller, Ms. 
Maggie Miller, Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Monetta, Ms. Adrienne Moore, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Morgan, Ms. Elise Mullaney, Mr. & Mrs. Reid Murchison, Mr. Wallace Murchison, Mr. & Mrs. John 
Murray, Ms. Leigh Muscle, Dr. & Mrs. Charles Neal, Mr. & Mrs. Sam Neathery, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Nelson, Mr. & Mrs. Brant Nicks, Ms. Linda Nicks, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin O’Donovan, Ms. Terry 
O’Sullivan, Ms. Tammy Orr, Dr. Laurie Paarlberg, Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pabers, Ms. Laura Padgett, Ms. Beth Pancoe, Ms. Peggy Pancoe-Rosoff, Mr. Carlos Parajon, Mr. & Mrs. James Porter, Mr. 
& Mrs. Ken Radcliffe, Mr. Mark Ragozzino, Mr. Mike Rhoades, Ms. Mary Helen Rile, Mr. & Mrs. Allen Rippy, Ms. Margaret Robison, Mr. & Mrs. Sandford Ross, Mr. George Roundtree, Ms. 
Kelly Rowan, Ms. Marcia Rowan, Mr. & Mrs. Herman Rozycki, Mr. & Mrs. William Rudisill, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ruffner, Ms. Deborah Russell, Mayor & Mrs. Bill Saffo, Mr. Daniel Schmidt, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Schrader, Mr. Ben Schultz, Mr. & Mrs. Keerti Shah, Mr. Earl Sheridan, Mr. & Mrs. John Sherrill, Mr. Chase Shumate, Ms. Joy Skinner, Mr. & Mrs. David Sledzik, Mr. Dale 
Smith, Ms. Rosemary Smith, Mr. Jim Snow, Ms. Susie Sprenger, Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Sprunt, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stinson, Ms. Suesan Sullivan, Mr. Alan Swart, Ms. Polly Tait, Mrs. Greter 
Talbert, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Tankesley, Mr. & Mrs. Jason Tatum, Ms. JillTefft, Mr. & Mrs. Steven Terrell, Mr. John Thomas, Mr. & Mrs. Rob Tomkinson, Ms. Berna Tomkinson, Mr. Mike Travis, Ms. 
Henriette Vinet, Mr. Michael Vinson, Ms. Allison Vinson-Abney, Ms. Laura Wallace, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Walser, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warwick, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wilde-Ramsing, Mr. & Mrs. 
Paul Wilkes, Mr. Jerry Wine , Ms. Leigh Winter, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Woodell, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Woodruff, Mr. & Mrs. Chris Yerkes, Mr. David Zumbro

Anlyan & Hively Asset Allocation
Cape Fear Garden Club
Cape Fear Memorial Foundation
Cape Fear Area United Way
Carolina Marine Terminal
City of Wilmington--Facilities and  
   Program Support
CJB Foundation, Inc
Coastal Vending Services
Commercial Interior Resources
Communities in Schools of Cape Fear
Corning Incorporated
Dan Cameron Family Foundation

Delta Tau PSE
Diamond Cutz, LLC
Do Good Real Estate
Earthbound
GE United Way Campaign
General Electric
Girl Scout Troop #937
Grace United Methodist Church
Guarino Brothers Provisions, Inc.
Harris Teeter
International Longshoremen’s Association
International Paper Foundation
JC3 Optimal Solutions, LLC

Louise Wells Cameron Art Museum
NC Arts Council—State Arts Resources,  
   New Realities, Grassroots
NC Community Foundation
NC Department of Public Instruction
NC Sorosis Night Dept
Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency 
Prevention
PPD, Inc.
Progress Energy
Prudential Foundation
Roundtree, Losee and Baldwin, LLC
SAMS Club

Seaside Pediatrics, P.A.
Spectrum Art and Jewelry
Stonehenge Building, Inc.
Target Foundation
The GE Foundation
The Lacy Foundation
The True North Foundation
Verizon Wireless
Wilmington Newcomers Club
Wilmington South Rotary Club
Wrightsville United Methodist Church

In-Kind Support Anlyan & Hively Asset Allocation, Ms. Jazmin Capezza, 
City of Wilmington, Children’s Museum of Wilmington, Clancy & Theys, 
Ms. Carol Crate, Cucalorus Film Festival, Farriss Carpet Cleaners, Fort 
Hill Productions, Fresh Market, Girl Scout Troop #937, Harris Teeter at 
Mayfaire & Hanover Center, Hibachi Bistro, Holiday Inn , Jacksonville 
Olive Garden, Julia’s Florist, Mr. Keith Lambert, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Leister, 
Louise Cameron Wells Art Museum, NC Dance Festival, Premier Staffing, 
Screen Gems Studios, Snipes Academy of Art and Design, St. Mary 
Catholic Church, Thalian Hall, The Dance Cooperative, Town House Art 
and Frame, UNCW, WHQR, Wrightsville United Methodist Church

This project was supported by the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.

Thanks to These Incredible Supporters for Believing in Our DREAM!
Individual Donors

Corporate, Faith-Based, Foundation, Civic & Government Donors

Many thanks to the more than 100 individuals and businesses who donated time, 
merchandise and services for our major annual fundraiser, DREAMS Presents. 

Statement of Financial Position 		          June 30, 2011

Total current assets: 				    $515,834
Fixed assets (equipment/technology):  		   	     $6,630
Other assets (construction in progress): 		    $98,264
TOTAL ASSETS: 					     $620,728

Total current liabilities: 				        $7,315
TOTAL NET ASSETS: 				    $613,413

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS: 			   $620,728

Grant income: 					     $251,203
Building campaign contributions: 			     $63,101
Contributions and fundraising: 			     $87,197
Program revenues: 				      $12,682
Investment income: 				        $1,076
TOTAL INCOME: 					     $415,259

Program services: 					    $240,131
Administration: 					       $82,246
Fundraising: 					       $63,851
TOTAL EXPENSES: 					    $386,228


